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The Aspects of Political Surveillance and its Subjects in a Multiethnic Village. Vaskút, 
1950–1957 

 

This paper analyses the basic principles of political surveillance in a village and the 

Hungarian countryside in general on the basis of the “object file” for Vaskút (a village 

situated in Bács-Kiskun county, Hungary) in the early 1950s. The analysis focuses on the 

ethnic features of surveillance and the construction of an enemy in a village of mixed ethnic 

character, with special regard to the local Germans. The author examines the different aspects 

of the construction of an enemy on a class or political basis and the way in which it 

overlapped with the issue of nationality. 

The study does not deal, however with the shadowers: it consciously avoids focusing on either 

the regional and the local, institutional networks and their personnel. The network of 

informers – i.e. moles, agents, social contacts – that operated in the village itself is not dealt 

with in detail either.  

The study comes to the conclusion that according to the communist authorities the mere fact 

of belonging to an ethnic minority was tantamount to political untrustworthiness in the Rákosi 

era. The intrinsic “culpability” of such people was generally underpinned by other stigmata 

such as former membership of a clerical reactionary, facist, right-wing party and/or 

organisation, having Western relatives or maintaining contacts with Yugoslav citizens. On the 

one hand this procedure served to conceal the national bias, and on the other to increase the 

weight of the crime. Moreover, it was also suitable for undermining the ethnic cohesion of the 

community in particular. The argumentation of stigmatization and discrimination was in a 

constant state of flux; the various aspects were confounded or even separated again if 

required. As a result, the subject became unable to comprehend what he or she was accused 

of, and consequently, the person was also unable to put up a proper defence. The ruling power 

applied the means of distress and fear as driving forces in society. The ultimate aim was to 

suppress the autonomy of the community and the subject. 

 


