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In my paper I will focus on the role of the State Security documents in the process of the 

coming to terms with the totalitarian past in Slovakia. The paper is based especially on the 

experiences of the Nation’s Memory Institute, or from the point of view of the Nation’s 

Memory Institute as a key institution that prepared the disclosure of these documents to the 

public and that also houses the archive in which these documents are located. These 

documents are accessible for research purposes for professional researchers, journalists and 

the general public too.  

 I will examine several issues. Firstly, I will discuss what kind of documents we have 

in the archive. I will also present very briefly the history of these documents and their 

use/misuse:  

- the question of the shredding of documents of the State Security which took place in 

December 1989. The shredding is still shrouded in mystery, because it involved an 

extraordinary amount of material related to political changes in Czechoslovakia at that time; 

- the question of political misuse of these documents, especially in the 1990 elections and the 

political scandal surrounding the leader of the Velvet Revolution in Slovakia, Jan Budaj; 

- the application of the process of lustration in Slovakia; 

- the establishment of the Nation’s Memory Institute, the creation of the Archive of the 

Nation’s Memory Institute and the process of disclosure. 

 In the second part of my paper, I will examine how these documents affected public 

opinion and how and when they became part of the general public debate.  The publication of 

the registration protocols of the State Security Service also includes a list of agents and secret 

collaborators and started public discussion about these documents, especially the question of 

their reliability. I will mention most known cases of secret collaborators and how the Nation’s 

Memory Institute defends itself during lawsuits with the people that consider their 

collaboration as a fiction and documents as a unreliable.  

 In the final part of my paper I will consider reliability from the researcher’s point of 

view and also discuss the use of the State Security documents as a source of scientific 

research, focusing on minority issues. 

 


