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NKVD/KGB files and the reconstruction of the Communist past in Moldova: some 

methodological issues  

 

The wide access has been provided to the archives of political police in Moldova since 2010, 

with the creation of the Presidential Commission for the Study and Evaluation of the Communist 

Totalitarian Regime in the Republic of Moldova. Since part of present-day Moldova – 

Transnistria – was belonged to Soviet Ukraine in the interwar period, the archive of the Service 

of Information and Security, the predecessor of KGB, holds personal files of the Communist 

repression that dating back to 1920. In this sense, the historian can compare the files of the 

CHEKA, OGPU, NKVD, NKGB, SMERSH, MGB and KGB: how the language of interrogation 

evolved through 70 years of the Soviet regime, who the main target groups were, the punishment 

applied to various members of ethnic and religious minority groups and so on.  

Further, there are also – admittedly, fewer – files consisting of general reports such as 

dokladnye zapiski that are extremely precious for the historian in his endeavor to reconstruct the 

bigger picture and the context in which the political repressions took place. While access to the 

surveillance files is yet to be granted, the personal files and especially general reports make 

references to the categories of the people placed under surveillance.  

 The language of the Soviet political police is very specific, hence one needs a special 

methodology with which to tackle with these files. This paper deals with the challenges 

encountered in studying the files of the Soviet political police, as well as of the civil police, as 

the militia also had some prerogatives in terms of repression (as David Shearer and Paul 

Hagenloh pointed out in their seminal studies of 2009). Special attention will be paid to the 

minority and marginal groups such as Germans, Jews, Gagauzes, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Baptists, 

Inokhentists, stileaghi, punks etc.  

 


