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Mikó Imre in the light of his records 

 

This paper seeks to reconstruct the biography of an Eastern European intellectual and 

politician, the Transylvanian-born Imre Mikó, who spent his whole active life from the early 

1930s to the 1970s working between two different countries – Romania and Hungary – and 

four different political systems. To this end I make use of published and unpublished, 

primarily archival sources, such as the personal file opened on him by the Romanian secret 

police, the Securitate. The scientific relevance of such an investigation lies in the complex 

analysis of the private and public reaction of a minority community, the Transylvanian 

Hungarians, to the challenge posed by living in the peculiar totalitarian system that was 

Romanian national communism. The historical analysis of Mikó’s relationship with the 

communist Romanian state security service unavoidably raises a further question: What may 

have motivated Mikó to collaborate with a system he never ideologically adhered to? In the 

1950s, his only aim was to survive Stalinism and preserve his large family from another 

catastrophe after his long absence between 1944 and 1948. The case is rather different when 

we come to the 1970s however. Then Imre Mikó had an excellent reason for agreeing to 

collaborate with the Romanian communist security services. As a skilled lawyer and 

politician, he was well aware of what kind of tasks and compromises such a cooperation 

would imply, and also of the borderline he could not morally cross. The first and most 

important goal of his travelling to the West was to strike up (or re-establish) relationships with 

the Hungarian diaspora and to show that a Transylvanian Hungarian community still existed, 

produced valuable culture and – ultimately – was deserving of moral, political and economic 

support. He knew or felt on the ground how suspicious Western emigration was to anyone 

behind the “Iron Curtain”; as one of the few trustworthy persons representing the 

Transylvanian Hungarian community abroad under Ceașescu, Mikó accepted the rules of the 

Securitate’s game in order to fulfill a higher ethical expectation: serving his Transylvanian 

community. 

 
 


