
Abstract – Conference: From the poison cabinets of communism, Berlin 28-30.4.2015 

 

www.giftschrank.net 

Prof. Dr. Gabriel Andreescu 

 

The Manipulation of the Political Police Archive: Why, and How? Abstract 

 

This paper first analyzes the surveillance of intellectuals by the Securitate (secret police) in 

the 1970s and 80s. It shows that archive files prove that the Securitate kept track of, in 

essence, the entire cultural life of Romania. The surveillance of intellectuals and artists led to 

knowledge of and control over all anti-communist sentiments if they were expressed over the 

phone, or in spaces under surveillance, or within earshot of informers. Only the actions that 

managed to avoid these three means of surveillance escaped the control of the institutions of 

repression.  

The paper then discusses the importance and the complexity of working with secret 

police files. A major difficulty in dealing with the Securitate Archive is that the informer label 

was often used improperly, for bureaucratic reasons. Also, the collaboration files of party 

members were treated differently from those of non-members. The transfer of information 

from one file to another was common practice. Some of the documents created by Securitate 

officers display a high degree of superficiality. A crucial feature that limits the usefulness of 

the Securitate archive for understanding the past is the fact that many archive files are 

incomplete, while others were only obtained by the National Council for the Study of the 

Securitate Archives many years after the institution was created.  

The paper discusses several instances of manipulation of the Securitate archives. Some 

involve Securitate officers, or their former collaborators, and the political actors. But in many 

cases the manipulation is used by intellectuals that find themselves in symbolic competition 

with the individuals they accuse of collaborationism. And it is easy to manipulate the 

Securitate archives because of the lack of knowledge on the part of journalists and the 

incoherence of the courts. The paper presents examples of inconsistency from these courts. 

Another difficulty in understanding the communist past comes from the political 

influence over the institutions of public memory such as the National Council for the Study of 

the Securitate Archives and the Institute for the Investigation of Communist Crimes and 

Memory of the Romanian Exile. The professional limitations of their workers and leaders is 

also a matter of debate. The paper analyzes the situation of both the CNSAS and the 

IICCMER. 

 


