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COMMUNIST POLITICAL POLICE ARCHIVES: A SOURCE OF ALTERNATIVE 

HISTORY? 

 

The secret police of the communist regimes created a huge database about both the 

authoritarian-totalitarian state and the society which they controlled. For anyone studying 

these archives, the materials created by the political police raise methodological and ethical 

issues that are often difficult to resolve. 

• Preservation of documents: 

o only some documents have been preserved, since it was Securitate practice to 

regularly destroy  “annexed files” 

o some of the documents have disappeared after 1990 due to cases of “file trade 

”  

• Archiving: as a rule, files are archived by topic, period or function. But are these 

criteria relevant enough for high-quality research? 

• The problem of the issuers’ ideological values: the documents are not axiologically 

neutral, they bear the issuers’ default values. Marxism-Leninism, with its national 

variants, explains not only the terms of documents, but also the matrix of the political 

police activities (selecting opponents and types of social actions to be monitored). 

• The administrative document in an authoritarian-totalitarian regime: form and content 

are determined of their realization by a militarized structure in a regime which used 

generalized or extended terror.  

• The person’s true identity:  

o the code name used is not always known, so assigning a real identity is 

problematic 

o a number of (handwritten),documents  attributed to "sources" are not 

confirmed by comparison and linking with other documents. 

• The authenticity of Securitate activity: 

o Often, in their pursuit to identify the “enemies of the Party and the State”, the 

Securitate officers invented collaborators and enemies of the regime in order to 

justify their existence, or to gain promotion. 

• The responsibility for publishing documents that affect human dignity: 
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o the documents contain a lot of information concerning the private lives of 

individuals. These persons are rendered anonymouswhen copies of Securitate 

documents are released, but the problem remains that it is at the discretion of 

the historian to decide whether an individual’s identity and alleged activities 

are relevant to scholarly discussion; 

o there are pictures of people caught in intimate situations. Can they be made 

public? 

 

The Securitate files and social history 

• History of daily life in totalitarian regimes 

• Analysis of social networks (from “network files”) 

• “Social ladder”, as a consequence of collaboration with Securitate  

• History of social representation 

• Analysis of cultural values (from letters, journals) 

• Religious life under the communist regime (“the cults-religion files”) 

• Attitudes towards political power (ambiguity between collaboration and 

resistance) 

• History of marginal groups (political, ethnic or socio-economic) 

• Gender study (the abortion issue after 1966) 

• History of literacy (from “commitment to collaboration”)    

 


